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Secondary sources are interpretations, summaries, Secondary sources do not
or compilations created after the events they become primary merely
describe. They often synthesize multiple primary because they are
records ax?d can be e.xtremely valuable—but widely cited.
they require evaluation. L
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Common Examples

e Published family histories

e County or regional histories
Compiled genealogies

Abstracted or transcribed record sets
Scholarly articles or essays

Documentation Expectations

Secondary sources should be cited with enough detail to:

Annotations noting

: _ credibility or
e Identify the author or compiler Limitation: ate \
e Locate the exact edition or version
encouraged.

e Distinguish original interpretation from quoted material

Inline Examples

Transcription Example
Transcription of St. Peter’s |
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Published Genealogy Example
Smith, The Clay Families

Of Colonial Virginia Parish register (1720-1760),
(Richmond: 1934) derived from original parish
£p 112—1lé - book now lost; ‘

published 1898.
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Evaluation Guidance

When using secondary sources, consider:

e What primary sources were used (or omitted)?

o Was the author working before modern record access or DNA tools?
e Are assertions supported or merely stated?
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