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The Clay Family Society exists to promote accurate, transparent,
and evidence-based genealogy. This policy defines the standards
used when research is shared, published, or referenced under
the Society’s auspices. It is not meant to discourage participation;
it is meant to ensure that future researchers can understand
what is known, what is inferred, and what remains unproven.
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The goal is
clarity—not

discouragement.
e —

@ EVIDENCE HIERARCHY

All genealogical assertions fall into one of three categories. Contributors must state explicitly which applies:

—_—m —_—

1. PROVEN 2. PROBABLE

3. HYPOTHETICAL
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Supported by primary or
high-quality secondary
sources that directly identify
relationships, such as wills
naming heirs, parish baptisms

Supported by strong
indirect evidence — clusters
of records, naming patterns,
or geographic continuity—
but lacking a single explicit
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Plausible but unproven
connections based on
partial evidence, tradition,
or DNA signals without
documentary

naming parents, or deeds

confirmation.
establishing kinship.

statement of relationship.

@ Usk oF DNA EVIDENCE

Genetic genealogy is treated as
corroborative evidence, not proof
in isolation.

€ SOURCE REQUIREMENTS

All factual assertions must be
traceable to a source.

Citations should be sufficient for
another researcher to locate the
same record.

Y-DNA may support or refute
shared paternal ancestry.

Autosomal DNA may confirm
relationships within recent generations.

DNA results must be interpreted in the
context of records, geography, and time depth.

o Online trees are not sources unless Statements such as
they cite primary documents. “DNA proves descent from X” are

not acceptable without documentary support.

Transcriptions should preserve
original spelling; interpretations
belong in notes.

Clear evidence standards strengthen research, improve collaboration,
and preserve credibility for future generations.
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PRESERVING THE PAST. ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE.
INSPIRING FUTURE GENERATIONS.




