Primary vs. ,
Secondary Informatlon
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Understanding the dz]fkrence between
firsthand and later-reported details
in genealogical research

Primary information is Secondary information is |
provided by someone reported by someone who |
with firsthand knowledge did not witness the event |
of the event and recorded or is recalling it long
close to the time it occurred. afterward.
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| — EXAMPLES — 4 — EXAMPLES —
| e A birth date recorded €3 e Age listed on a census
| by a physician + decades after birth
] e A marriage entry recorded e Birth dates reported
by a minister | by descendants
: * A census entry recorded e Family histories written
| by a household member | years later
| £ Primary information is ) ; f Secondary information may 9
| @ generally considered still be valuable_but requires
: | careful comparison with
more reliable. ’ g Sthi oS )
b \ ) == :
| «~3> EXAMPLE e | | ~«> EXAMPLE <= ,
! A death certificate listing the | A death certificate listing a |
| date of death reported by a doctor. | birth date supplied by a
g surviving relative. p.

BEST PRACTICE: evaluate who provided the information,

how close they were to the event, and whether it aligns
with other evidence.
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