CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY
Primary Evidence Explalned

Understanding original records and original data in genealogical research
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Primary evidence consists of original records Primary evidence does not become
or data created contemporaneously with the less primary because it is digitized or
event, person, or relationship under study. accessed online—but context and
These materials are the foundation on which provenance always matter.
all further analysis rests.
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Common Examples

e Birth, marriage, and death records

Wills, probate files, deeds, and land grants

Parish registers and civil registers

Census schedules and tax lists

Documentation Expectations

At minimum, documentation should allow another researcher to:

1. Locate the record independently
2. Understand its origin and context

3. Evaluate its reliability and limitations
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e Muster rolls, military service records
® Original correspondence or diaries

e DNA test results (raw data or
project summaries)

Minimum elements -

Issuing authority or creator

Date (creation and/or event)

Repository or database

Specific identifier (page, image, file, kit, etc.)

Documentary Record Example
1792 deed, Halifax County, Virginia,
conveying land from William Clay
to Thomas Clay; Halifax County
Deed Book 6:214; Library of Virginia;
image accessed via FamilySearch.
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DNA Evidence as Primary Data
Y-DNA STR results, FamilyTreeDNA
Big-Y Clay Project haplogroup
R-FT159465, kit anonymized;
test completed 2024.

Primary evidence is the starting point of sound research—

strong conclusions begin with clear records, clear provenance,
and clear documentation.
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