Original vs.
Derivative Sources
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Understanding the di]fkrence between
first-created records and later copies in
genealogical research
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An original source is the A derivative source is a ’
first-recording of information, later copy, transcription,
created at or near the time abstract, or index created
of the event. from an original record.
' - EXAMPLES — EXAMPLES
| e Birth certificates . * Published genealogies
! > P 4L ish registers E*bz * Online indexes
- 8r iginal wills e ' ® Transcribed cemetery lists
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| R e * Abstracts of wills or deeds
| ® Military service records
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| Original sources are generally Derivative sources can be
| more reliable because they are @ extremely useful, but they may
| closer in time to the event recorded. contasn Copying errors, omissions,
N or interpretation mistakes.
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| Halifax County, Virginia, marriage ‘8 i s b ‘
i register recording the marriage of ‘ A published book listing Halifax |
| William Clay and Martha Thompson County marriages compiled from
in 1843. the original county register. |
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BEST PRACTICE:
Use derivative sources as guides, but return to the

original source whenever possible.
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