A BRIEF HISTORY

The origins and evolution of the Clay Family Society

The Clay Family Society grew from a community of Clay family researchers
into a structured organization devoted to genealogy, DNA collaboration,
archives, publications, and historical inquiry.
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FIRST MEETING IN

A group of Clay family The group met with the
researchers organized

intent of forming a society
the Clay Family Gathering

for descendants of
John Clay, the 1613
Virginia immigrant.

to help researchers gain
further knowledge of
the Clay family.

WHY THE SOCIETY MATTERS

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

2018 —

ScoPE EXPANDED
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The Society broadened its
focus to include Clay,
Claye, Klee, de la Cley,
and other spelling variants
of the name worldwide.
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MULTIPLE MAJOR
CLAY LINES RECOGNIZED
R e
By the end of 2022,
researchers had identified
about a dozen distinct
‘top-of-the-line’ Clays who
appear unrelated to
one another.

The Clay surname appears in multiple regions of the British Isles and colonial America, often
without a single common progenitor. To address both the richness and the confusion of that
history, the Clay Family Society provides a structured, collaborative forum where research can
be shared, challenged, and improved. Over time, the Society evolved from informal information
exchange into a steward of archives, DNA projects, newsletters, and scholarly collaboration—
supporting serious family historians while remaining accessible to newcomers.

2% Members are invited to share their family history and help connect - 22
the branches of the wider Clay family story.

A @ OUR RESEARCH PILLARS —

GENEALOGY
(DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE)
-
Standards-based genealogy
Original sources, careful citation, and
transparent reasoning
Proof arguments, timeline consistency,
and geographic plausibility
Lineage reconstruction
Source evaluation and transcription
Publication of register-style genealogies
Historical narrative grounded in evidence
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GENEALOGY & DNA 4

DNA
(EVIDENCE)
o

Genetic genealogy complements—but
never replaces—documentary research
Y-DNA to distinguish unrelated Clay lines
Autosomal DNA for kinship triangulation
Surname-wide and lineage-specific
DNA projects
Cautious interpretation and clear
confidence levels
Ethical handling of sensitive
genetic information

Preserving the past. Connecting the branches. Advancing Clay family research.



