rect vs. Indirect Evidence

G~ 3
Understanding how evidence answers
genealogical questions

1. DIRECT EVIDENCE 2. INDIRECT EVIDENCE

Direct evidence answers a Indirect evidence contributes information
research question explicitly. but does not fully answer the research
question on its own. Multiple pieces of
& 3 indirect evidence must be combined.
—~<¢+ EXAMPLE QUESTION: -3>- f}??
Who were the parents . 0L e ~
Of Jo hn Clay? o A will naming John Clay
as ‘my son’
¢ DIRECT EVIDENCE EXAMPLE: 2> of A census listing John Clay
( ; . A in the same household
A baptism record stating: :
“John Clay, son of st Land records showing
Thomas Clay and inheritance from
Elizabeth Green, L Thomas Clay y
baptized 14 April 1807.” ! Together, these records may establish
, a0 the relationship even without a single
The record directly identifies the parents. document explicitly stating it.
. Y A

BEST PRACTICE: Direct evidence can answer a question
outright; indirect evidence must be assembled
and interpreted in combination.
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