Understanding how Y-DNA and autosomal DNA
support Clay family research
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1. Y-DNA (PATERNAL LINE TESTING)

Y-DNA follows the direct male line—father to son—and is

especially valuable in a surname study.

& A WHAT IT cAN DO €3 B. WHAT IT CANNOT DO

e Determine whether two Clay lines * Identify a specific ancestor
share a common paternal ancestor without records

e Group men into distinct Clay lineages * Prove descent from a famous or

o Estimate relative time depth traditional progenitor

between branches * Replace documentary lineage work

2. AUTOSOMAL DNA (ATDNA)

Autosomal DNA is inherited from all ancestral lines and is
most reliable within the last five to six generations.

& A.BEsT USES € B. LimiTATIONS

¢ Confirming known relationships » Signals dilute over time

¢ Supporting documented trees e Matches alone do not define lineage

¢ Identifying shared ancestry e Interpretation requires context
among cousins and triangulation

3. ow THE SOCIETY USES A

Q To separate unrelated Clay families, not force unity

DNA complements
documentary research;
it does not replace it.

Q To support or refute documentary hypotheses
0 To guide further record research

\&t Participation in DNA projects is voluntary, and results are );yy
e discussed with discretion and respect for privacy. "

THE CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY

PRESERVING THE PAST. ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE.
INSPIRING FUTURE GENERATIONS.




