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How careful reasoning and
consistent standards strengthen genealogical research

gl 1. CoNrFLICTING EVIDENCE |

Researchers frequently
encounter records that disagree.

When evidence conflicts,
researchers should:
|

o Compare all available sources

Example RO e Evaluate their reliability
# Census record suggests )

birth year 1798 e Consider the context of
o Grave marker suggests the information

birth year 1801

e Explain their reasoning in

o Family Bible lists reicanch niotes

birth year 1799
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@ 2. RESEARCH TRANSPARENCY

The Clay Family Society encourages researchers to document their
reasoning when interpreting evidence. This may include:

% Analytical notes explaining how conclusions were reached
% Discussion of conflicting records
# Identification of assumptions or unresolved questions
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Transparent reasoning allows future researchers to review,
confirm, or challenge conclusions.

Sound genealogy is not built on # Multiple independent sources

a single document but on multiple o Careful citation of records

o

sources evaluated together. % Reasoned analysis of evidence

Reliable conclusions
typically require:
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By applying consistent evaluation standards,
the Clay Family Society seeks to ensure that its
research distinguishes documented relationships
from assumption, tradition, and family lore.
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