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ANALYSISI EXAMPLE

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION TURN EVIDENCE INTO UNDERSTANDING.

DEFINITION

Analysis and interpretation are reasoned
conclusions or hypotheses derived from
evidence. This category includes lineage
reconstructions, migration theories, and

identity assertions.

Analysis is not evidence—but it is where
evidence becomes meaningful.
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DOCUMENTATION EXPECTATIONS

Analytical contributions should:

* Explicitly cite the evidence used
* Distinguish fact from inference
e State assumptions clearly

e Acknowledge alternative explanations

Uncertainty is not a weakness;
unacknowledged uncertainty is.
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LINEAGE HYPOTHESIS EXAMPLE

Based on currently available documentary and genetic evidence, it is hypothesized that

William Clay (born circa 1768, likely in Halifax County, Virginia) is the son of John Clay
(d. 1795) of the same county. This conclusion is supported by consistent proximity in tax
lists (1789-1794), a deed of gift naming William as a “beloved son” (Halifax Deed Book
12:143), and shared Y-DNA markers within the Clay R-BY#### subgroup cluster indicating

a common male ancestor within 3—5 generations.

No probate record explicitly lists all heirs of John Clay, and no baptismal record has been

located; therefore, while the combined documentary and genetic evidence makes the

relationship probable, it remains a hypothesis pending additional primary documentation.
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Identifies individuals Anchors the claim Cites specific States what Uses probability
precisely geographically and record types ‘ cautiously is missing language, not
chronologically certainty
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NEGATIVE EVIDENCE EXAMPLE REVISION AND PRESERVATION
Based on shared Y-DNA results and overlapping Analytical conclusions should be:
land records in the 1760s, it is plausible— o Revisitedins new ediclence eterges
but not yet proven—that the Halifax County i
Clays descend from a single progenitor. * Revised transparently

. 8 * Preserved historically
The absence of probate records linking two T W
contemporaneous Clay men suggests caution
in assuming a father—son relationship despite Recording why a hypothesis changed
geographic proximity. is often as valuable as the change itself.
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SOUND ANALYSIS IS DISCIPLINED, TRANSPARENT, AND HUMBLE.

It builds understanding today and a stronger foundation for tomorrow.

HONOR THE PAST ¢ SERVE THE PRESENT + PRESERVE FOR THE FUTURE




