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DNA EVIDENCE STANDARDS,.}_!;:\

How DNA evidence supports genealogical research
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€ DEFINITION

DNA evidence consists of genetic test results used to DNA evidence is
support or refute hypotheses about biological relationships, probabilistic and must be
shared ancestry, or population origins. DNA does not ‘prove’ contextualized.
genealogies on its own—it constrains and informs them. S

0 COMMON TYPES ¢ Y-DNA STR and SNP results * Autosomal DNA match clusters

¢ Y-DNA haplogroup assignments e Triangulated segment data

9 DOCUMENTATION EXPECTATIONS
DNA-based claims should specify:

e Testing company
* Test type and level (e.g., Y-37, Y-67, Big Y)
e Relevant project or comparison group
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Privacy and consent
must always be
respected.
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* Known limitations (sample size, non-paternity risk, etc.)

@ INLINE EXAMPLES
A. Y-DNA LINEAGE EXAMPLE B. AUTOSOMAL DNA EXAMPLE
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— 1 Two Clay males share a Y-67 match Multiple atDNA matches triangulate on
: : with a genetic distance of 1, suggesting a segment associated with a documented

a common paternal ancestor within a Clay descendant line from early
genealogically relevant timeframe; 19th-century North Carolina.
FamilyTreeDNA Clay Project.

6 COMMON MISUSES e Treating haplogroups e Ignoring convergence or ¢ Opverstating precision

as surnames population effects beyond test resolution

DNA evidence narrows possibilities; it rarely closes them alone. — —<&
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