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PIECES OF CLAY 
 

The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and foster understanding 

of the genealogy and history of ALL branches of the Clay Family  

My great-grandmother is a Clay.  I am told 

I have the Clay nose and the Cline hands.  Iôm 

not at all sure how to process that infor-

mation, but I can say that I am very proud of 

my heritage.  And standing as an observer 

two weeks ago at the brink of historicity at 

the Jamestown Colony during our biennial 

Gathering increased that feeling of familial 

fiert®.  In fact, it is precisely because of this 

very Clay Family Society that I have come to 

feel an acute closeness and a transcendental 

bond for my Clay ancestors that indeed spans 

the ages and shortens the distance of the past 

into a clearer vision. 

This said it becomes a humbling and yet 

most exciting opportunity for me to serve 

you, the essence of this wonderful Society, as 

your new President for the next four years.  

During the last few days, I have contacted 

almost every one of you directly by telephone 

and have relished in becoming acquainted 

with so many cousins and new friends 

through convivial conversation. 

Though I came into this position with virtu-

ally no knowledge of its administration and 

inner workings, I now feel (because of your 

influence via our conversations) that I have a 

specific vision for our future together.  We 

are fortunate to have such a wonderful and 

unselfish Board of Directors that cares about 

each of you, and we are similarly fortunate to 

have such a strong foundation of programs 

and experiences to launch our Society into a 

new level of mutual service and shared com-

radery.   

My goal is to launch  in several directions 

at once.  Some of these are, but certainly not 

limited to (1) A greater presence online, not 

only to you the members, but BETWEEN 

you, the individual members.  Thus you will 

be hearing from me by email on a number of 

subjects in the future and I will welcome your 

ideas and online discussions, (2) though all of 

our different Clay families are vital to us, we 

are preparing to launch a special research 

project to connect John Clay(e), the Immi-

grant to his ancestors in England.  Our own 

Shirley Langdon Wilcox has been appointed 

by the Board to manage and direct this effort.  

Shirley is an acclaimed, award winning, pro-

fessional genealogical researcher with fine 

judgment and excellent experience.  She will 

insure that our monies are spent wisely and 

that the professionals we engage will be on 

task.  If you have any research available for 

this John Clay(e), we invite you to contact 

Shirley at slwilcox@juno.com.  We want to 

prepare any future researcher we engage with 

all the extant information so as not to spend 

money for any redundancy, (3) we will begin 

a new Query committee where you and newer 

members will be able to gain help in connect-

ing your Clay branch to the larger family, (4) 

we intend to ñbeef upò our existing website 

with more family stories, biographical sketch-

es, pictures, member pedigrees, etc., so that it 

will be an even more valuable resource to all 

of you, (5) the Board as appointed our own 

very fine historian, Lindsey Apple, to not 

only help manage the website, but to be a 

constant contributor to this Newsletter with 

historical Clay documents, histories and biog-

raphies and family stories of the Clay family, 

one of which is included in this very issue.  

Lindsey is the author of several books and 

articles of Henry Clay, the Statesman and his 

family. We also invite you to share with us 

your news, your notable family achievements, 

and even your family obituaries to be shared 

with the rest of us.  And finally, 6) we are 

making continual progress with a DNA pro-

ject through its administrators at Family Tree 

DNA.  If any of you want to participate in this 

project, I invite you to contact me and I will 

explain how this can be done. 

There is much to discuss and yet much to 

reveal.  Many ideas are being explored and 

we canôt wait to make you part of all of it.  

But I have already more than filled my space 

in this section of the newsletter and so more 

will have to come later.  Watch for me to 

come into your homes in the near future via 

your computer and your internet connection! 

Finally, all of you have my direct cell 

phone number (801 560-2340) and my email 

address (President@ClayFamilySociety.org).  

Donôt hesitate to use it.  I want to hear from 

you and consider it a pleasure to visit with 

and to serve you. 

Doug Cline 

Board Members Elected 

At the Business Meeting of the Clay Family 

Society in Williamsburg, Virginia, 28 June 

2014, four members were elected or relected 

to office.  Here is your new board: 

S D (Doug) Cline 

Board of Directors 

§President   

S D (Doug) Cline (2018) 

(President@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

§Vice President  

Nancy Cook (2016) 

§Secretary /Membership 

Connie Collins (2018) 

(Secretary@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

§Treasurer  

Louise Copenhaver (2016) 

§Gathering Director  

Mary Akers (2018)  

(Gathering@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

§Publications Director 

Pat Dunford (2016) 

(PoC_Editor@cox.net) 

(Lineages@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

§Directors at Large 

Jerry Clay (2018) 

Linda Pittano (2016) 

ððððð- 

§Immediate Past President 

Charlie Herrick 
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T h e  C l a y s  a n d  W o r l d  W a r  I 

Throughout most of the world, 2014 

begins the commemoration of the first 

world war.  On June 28, 1914 the Serbian 

nationalist, Gavrilo Princip, assassinated 

Franz Ferdinand, the Archduke of Aus-

tria, and his wife, provoking a European 

crisis that ended in war scarcely one 

month later that would eventually engulf 

most of the world.  The war lasted over 

four years and took a terrible toll in hu-

man life and physical property.  The 

French speak of the ñlost generation,ò 

because so many young men died or 

were horribly wounded. 
The United States entered that war 

near its end, but American men flocked 

to the nationôs banners.  My research in 

one branch of the family suggests that the 

Clay family enthusiastically met its obli-

gation to the nation.  The descendants of 

Henry Clay the Statesmen had learned 

from the time they were born that duty to 

country was a major family value.  Clay 

men of military age rushed to serve their 

country.  Goodloe McDowell, a great-

great grandson, dropped out of Yale Uni-

versity in his sophomore year to enter the 

army.  He served as a Captain of artillery 

in major battles across Europe, writing 

home to the Lexington newspapers about 

the conflict and his role in it.  He was 

twenty years old when he enlisted.  Hen-

ry Clay Simpson, a great-great grandson, 

attended military school as a boy.  An 

outstanding athlete, he volunteered for 

service.   Kenneth Bynum Kenner, anoth-

er great-great grandson and a member of 

a branch that had settled in eastern Ten-

nessee, had heard the Civil War stories of 

his grandfather, Harry Boyle Clay, who 

had ridden with General John Hunt Mor-

gan.  In the branch descending from Hen-

ryôs son James, two members of the fam-

ily sought to serve under somewhat unu-

sual circumstances.  Captain Charles 

Donald Clay fought in the Spanish-

American War and was seriously wound-

ed in the Philippine Insurrection.  He 

returned to service in 1917 well passed 

sixty years of age.  Too old to fight he 

served throughout the war in the Quarter-

master Corps, retiring a second time as a 

Colonel.  Colonel Clay refused to allow 

his own son to follow the example of 

Goodloe McDowell.  He had educated 

his two sons to attend West Point and he 

insisted that his name sake, Charles D. 

Clay Jr., remain a cadet at the Academy.  

The younger Clay collected enough de-

merits to be expelled, but, alas, the war 

ended before he could participate. 
I suspect that numerous other Clays 

answered the call to service.  If you know 

of members of your branch who served 

please share the information with the 

Society.  To compile a list of Clays who 

fought in that war would honor them and 

the family of which they were a part.  If 

you have ancestors who participated, the 

National Archives maintains the service 

records of many soldiers. 
 ï Lindsey  Apple 

      мΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻƴΦ IŜƴǊȅ /ƭŀȅτ[ǳŎǊŜǝŀ όIŀǊǘύ /ƭŀȅ 
        мттт-мурн          мтум-мусп 
  Ҩ       Ҩ       Ҩ 
нΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ IŀǊǘ /ƭŀȅ    !ƴƴŜ ό/ƭŀȅύ 9Ǌǿƛƴ    WŀƳŜǎ .Ǌƻǿƴ /ƭŀȅ 
 муло-мутм     мулт-муор     мумт-мусп 
  Ҩ       Ҩ       Ҩ 
оΦ IŀǊǊȅ .ƻȅƭŜ /ƭŀȅ    9ǳƎŜƴŜ 9Ǌǿƛƴ     /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ /ƭŀȅ 
 мупс-мфмф     муол-мусо     мурт-мфор 
  Ҩ       Ҩ       Ҩ 
пΦ aŀǊȅ [ǳŎǊŜǝŀ ό/ƭŀȅύ YŜƴƴŜǊ   [ǳŎƛƴŘŀ IΦ 9Ǌǿƛƴ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ    /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ /ƭŀȅ WǊΦ 
 муст-мфрт     мурп-мфнф     муфф-мфнн 
  Ҩ       Ҩ 

рΦ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ .ȅƴǳƳ YŜƴƴŜǊ   IŜƴǊȅ /ƭŀȅ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ 
 муфо-мфрп     муфс- мфус  

Monument to Charles D Clay, Lexington, 

Kentucky, Cemetery. 

T h e  C l a y s  a n d  t h e  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  Wa r 
Cousins Penny (Clay) Boykin and Lynn (Watson) Norfleet from the William Mitchell Clay 

([Martha/Ann Lewis? Or Martha Runyon?]) line through Jesse Clay and Miriam  ñMilleò [Royall?] 

found each other through the descent lines posted in the Clay Family Society Directory. This family is 

one of the Georgia/Alabama lines that is of great 

interest to the society.  The pictured sash was ñworn 

in the Mexican War.ò In the way of family heirlooms, 

this one had a nomadic life.  As Lynn tells it, ñ. . .also 

in 2010 a butler's desk in my family came into my 

possession. In the desk an old box belonging to my 

great, great grandfather contained a military sash with 

a note that read "sash worn by Uncle Jim in the Mexi-

can War, brother to Grandpa Clay." It took me years 

to realize this was James M Clay brother to my ances-

tor Jesse Levi Clay. I turned the sash over to Penny 

(Jamesô descendant) for safe keeping in her family.ò 

Do you have ancestors or family 

members who served our country? Let 

us know his or her story so we can 

include it here, or on our website! 
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Email Pat Dunford, Editor at: 

PoC_Editor@cox.net 

Weôre on the web:  

ClayFamilySociety.org  

Members attend to business, right, making 

plans for the future of the organization. 

Pat Dunford, Gathering Chair, would like to 

thank the Gathering Committee, shown here, 

particularly including Nancy (Clay) Cook, in 

purple, and Mary Richardson, in salmon.  

Almost forty members of the Clay Family Society 

and their family members traveled to Williamsburg, 

Virginia for our  eighth Gathering. We were grateful 

for those able to attend, and very much missed those 

who were unable to come.  

Left, most of the members, after the business meet-

ing, gathered on the stairs for a photo-op. 

Below, docent Mark Summers of Preservation Vir-

ginia provides insight into the very early days of the 

Jamestown area, even before the arrival of the English. 

Gathering of the Clay Family Society in  

Williamsburg, Virginia 

Right, the group takes in one of the most recent 

digs, currently under way. Jamestown today is 

hardly recognizable compared with visits a decade 

ago. Even the four plus-times rebuilt church, 

above, is currently enshrouded in scaffolding 

while undergoing stabilization work. 

Thanks to  

Harry Clay and Dick 

Guthrie for these pictures!  


